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Preached before the HowouRaBLe 
HOUSE of COMMONS. 


Veneris, 31* die Januarii, 1755. 


Ordered, 


HAT the Thanks of this Houſe 

be given to the Reverend Dr. 
William Freind, for the Sermon by him 
preached Yeſterday before this Houſe, 
at St. Margaret's Weſtminſter ; and that 
he be lefired to print the ſame; and 
that Mr. Ellis, the Lord Dupplin, Mr. 


Shelley, and Mr. George Onflow do ac- 
quaint him therewith. 


J. DysoN, 
Cl. Dam. Con. 


S E R M O N 


Preached before the HoNOURARBRLE 


HousE of COMMONS, 
AT 
St. Margaret's Weſtminſter, 
On Thurſday, January 30, 175 f. 


Being appointed to be obſerved as the Day of 
the Martyrdom of King CHARLES Il. 
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By WILLIAM FRE IND, D. D. 
Prebendary of Weſtminſter, and Chaplain in 
Ordinary to HS MAJESTY. 


LONDON: 


Printed for JohN and James RivinGcToON, in 
St. Paul's Church-yard, Mocerv. 
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As free, and not ufing your Liberty for a 
cloke of Maliciouſneſs, but as the Ser- 
vants of God. : 


UMAN L1BERTY may be conſider- 
ed as Moral and Civil; the former be- 
longing to Man as a private perſon, 
the other reſulting from the nature of that Com- 
munity of which he is a member. But in the 
writings of the New Teſtament we are preſented 
with another view of Liberty, which is properly 
Chriſtian. Chriſtian Liberty in 1ts full extent doth 
indeed imply Moral; but in the partial accepta- 


tion of it is uſually oppoſed to the Ceremonial Law 


of the Jews, the obligation whereof is diſſolved 
by the Goſpel. 

The words of the text refer to Chriſtian Li- 
berty, which, by the indiſcretion of ſome, and the 
corruption of others, had been early applied to 
vicious purpoſes ; particularly, as it ſeems, to 
ftir up diſobedience to the Civil Power. The 

B Apoſtle 
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Apoſtle elſewhere cenfures ſome, who, among 
other marks of diſſolute manners, deſpiſed govern- 
ment, and were not afraid to ſpeak evil of dignities, 
ſeducing others to do the like. To this ſeduc- 
tion the Jeuiſh Converts to the Goſpel were eſpe- 
cially liable, as it fell in with certain Jewiſb 
prejudices, which we cannot well ſuppoſe them 
wholly to have laid aſide. Averſion to a heathen 
Government was no unaccountable prejudice a- 
mong Jews, which laſted as long as their State, 
and helped to put an end to it. With them it 
was a queſtion, whether it was lawful to pay tri- 
bute unto Ceſar : hence it was eaſy to, perſuade 
thoſe of that nation, who by converſion became 
ſubjects of CuR1s T's kingdom, to deſpiſe heathen 
governors, and, as if now under a new Theocracy, 
to plead exemption from human Juriſdiction by 
virtue of that Liberty, wherewith CHRIST had 
made them free. 

The obvious conſequences of ſuch a conduct 
might well alarm the apoſtles of CHRIST, and 
excite them the more ſtrongly to injoin ſubjec- 
tion from every ſoul to the Governors of the State, 
ſhewing the ſource and ſanction of their Power, 
the nature of their Office, and the ends of their 
Inſtitution. This St. Paul explains to the Jeuiſb 
converts at Rome, and St. Peter here to thoſe 
that were /cattered among the nations in the 

words 
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words preceding the text; ſubmit yourſelves to 
every ordinance of man for the Lord's ſake ; whether 
it be to the King as ſupreme ; or unto Governors, as 
unto them that are ſent by him, for the puniſhment 
of evil-doers, and for the praiſe of them that da 
well, For ſo is the will of God, that with well- 
doing ye may put to filence the ignorance of fooliſh 
men: as free, and not ufing your hberty for a 


cloke of maliciouſneſs, but as the ſervants of God. 
Herein reminding them that their Freedom con- 


ſiſted in being the ſervants of God, and making 
His Will the rule of their actions: a Freedom, 
which from its nature could not diſpenſe with 
any moral obligations, but on the contrary in- 
forced them all. 

Such was the particular occaſion of the words: 
to which however we need not in the farther 
conſideration of them confine ourſelves; but may 
ſuppoſe that the Apoſtle, who well knew the 
natural propenſity in man in the exerciſe of Li- 
berty to ſlide into the abuſe of it, deſigned to 
admoniſh not only thoſe to whom he then wrote, 
but a/l ſucceeding Chriſtians alſo, not t wſe their 
Liberty for a cloke of maliciouſneſs, but as the ſer- 
wants of God. 

And that this was indeed the deſign of the A- 
poſtle, ſeems further evident from the motive he 
here gives for the obſervance of the precept. If 
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men are concerned to obferve it, becauſe they 
are the fervants of Gad, Chriſtians of all Ages 
and Nations are equally obliged ſo to do; and 
conſequently are obliged to acquire ſuch a knows- 
ledge of this Liberty, as is neceſlary to prevent 
the Abuſe of it. 

In the ſearch after this knowledge it will appear 
that Man 1s a dependent feeble creature, deriv- 
ing the power he enjoys from his great. Creator, 
and therefore unable to extend it beyond the li- 
mits fixed by Him.---That he is not only thus 
ſubject to God, but is alſo in a certain degree 
ſubject to thoſe of his own kind, whoſe power 
being equal to his own may ob/truf? the execu- 
tion of his deſigns, and muſt therefore tate 
fomething from that Liberty, which otherwiſe 
would be his portion. That where he meets not 
with 7zheſe obſtructions (ariſing from the frame 
of his nature, and from the ſocial connections to 
which the condition of it impels him, where 
he meets not with theſe) to prevent his acting, he 
may run upon others that flop him in his career 
to the happineſs he purſues, and effectually diſ- 
appoint his purpoſes. And laſtly, that he 1s 
but too likely 70 be thus diſappointed, conſider- 
ing the many and various objects that offer them- 
ſelves to his choice; all of them promiſing him 
happineſs, and concealing the evils with which 

they; 
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they abound under fair appearances. And then 
when any of theſe Phantoms have decoyed him 
into miſery, ſubjected him to Vice and Folly, 
brought down the dignity of his nature to a le- 
vel almoſt with that of the Beaſts which periſh, 
he deſerves not the name of a Man; hath loſt his 


Station 1n Nature, makes a Void in the Order of 


Beings, and deſtroys that Beauty which reſults 
from a regular connection of the whole. True Li- 
berty therefore doth not open, as ſome imagine, a 
boundleſs field to the wanton exerciſe of our pow- 
er, but requires controll and reſtraint ; to which 
it muſt be ſubject, in order to acquire thoſe co- 
operating influences, without which it cannot 
attain its proper end: but when exerted under 
due reſtraint, it is then duly aſſiſted, and is di- 
ſtingutſhed as the nobleft Privilege of our na- 
ture, by accompliſhing the nobleſt Purpoſes : it 
fecures happineſs to Man, it perfects the grace 
and order of the Univerſe, and as the reſult of 
theſe gives glory to GO p. 

Men therefore do never more raſhly trifle 
or groſſly err, than when they urge pretences for 
a lawleſs uſe of Liberty: the Libertine may aſſert 
this to be the moſt perfect uſe of it, founding 
| his Freedom in thoſe exceſſes which prove him 
a ſlave. But theſe: are ravings of a diſordered 
mind, not to be regarded, whilſt we ſee before 

Us 
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us the evils which ariſe from every abuſe of Li- 
berty Moral or Civil; diſturbance of peace and 
order; calamity private and public; convulſions 
in the ſtate; diſtractions even in the Church of 
God. Theſe do ſadly evince that Nature 17% is 
injured by the violation of Law, and that there- 
fore Law is requiſite to preſerve the Perfection of 
Nature. 

The truth of this doctrine is but too aptly illu- 
ſtrated by that unhappy Period in our own Hiſto- 
ry, which Taxis Day calls to our remembrance; 
wherein Liberty was abuſed with a degree of Hy- 
pocriſy and Maliciouſneſs, that will ever be a Re- 
proach to this Nation. An attempt to diſplay 
the many miſeries that ſprung from that abuſe, 
would as much exceed the compaſs as the inten- 
tion of this diſcourſe, tending to a needleſs re- 
vival of paſſions that are better at reſt. But to 
paſs over without notice a ſeries of Tranſactions fo 
intereſting and important, would be to preclude 
ourſelves from that Inſtruction which is the 
end of Calamity ; and which comes with a pecu- 
har force, when conveyed to us by 7hoſe Cala- 
mities, in which our own Country, our 0wn Pro- 
genitors have been involved. 

Let us then reflect a while upon theſe ſad 
times, as we have a right to do, freely ; but not 
ang this Liberty as à pretence for malicious in- 

vective, 
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vective, or partial reſentment, but as the ſer- 
vants of God; duly ſenſible, that we are aſſemb- 
led before Him, not to inflame our paſſions but to 
lament our ſhame, and if poſſible diminiſh it, by 
publicly teſtifying our juſt abhorrence of the 
crime of This Day. 

 Impartial obſervers will probably perceive, 
that in the beginning of the Reign which pro- 
duced theſe Troubles, Meaſures were purſued 
which cannot be juſtified, and need not be ag- 
gravated ; but which, if conſidered with candor, 
may admit of ſome mitigation, due allowance 
being made for the prejudices from which they 
ſprung. Miſtaken principles imbibed in education, 
inſtilled as the dicłates of Religion,warrantedbyMen 
eminent in learned Profeſſions, and powerfully ſtimu- 
lated by ſome who had the chief influence on the 
counſels of the King; theſe were ſurely as /trong 
obſtruttions as one can well conceive to lie in the 
way of human Prudence. Prejudices thus early 
introduced, ſtudiouſly cheriſhed, and fixed by 
Habit, grow as it were to the confiitution of the 
man, and become a kind of ſecond Nature. 'The 
removal of them is uſually one of the flowe/? 


works of Time, requiring gentle Methods and 


favourable Opportunities. And had theſe Me- 
thods been faithfully applied in the Inſtance be- 
fore us, poſſibly the calamities that followed had 

been 
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been prevented : but theſe being omitted or un- 
{ucceſsfully conducted, other methods were found 
requiſite, more apt to provoke than to perſuade 
or convince. Thus unhappily the Leſſon, which 
ſhould have been inſtilled into the King by thoſe in 
whom He moſt confided, and who had the only 
mild occaſions of doing it, was left to be inforced 
with ſeverity by thoſe whom He regarded as 
his enemies. 

It hath been obſerved alſo, and ſhould be re- 
membered, that the limits of Prerogative did 
then admit of more debate and difference of opi- 
nion than at preſent, and had in former Reigns 
been very unwarrantably extended with Jeſs no- 
tice and complaint. 

Had then the temper of thoſe times admitted 
of cool and charitable reflection, theſe Conſide- 
rations might have inclined men to over/ook the 
injuries that were paßt, when the King was 
brought to make the ample concęſions demanded 
of him. But unfortunately theſe conceſſions 
came not till the Storm had begun to rage bigb, 
and thoſe angry Spirits, which had e looſe 
to raiſe it, would not be recalled within the 
bounds which they had forſaken. Paſſions then 
took the lead, the reſtraints of Law were diſre- 
garded, and of courſe Diſorder became general. 
Meaſures of Peace were then in vain projetted ; 
warn! 
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mutual diſtruſt increaſing with reſentment, and 
both fomented with mduſtrious malice, ren- 
dered Offers ſuſpicious, Terms difficult, and 
Treaties fruitleſs ; till the ſad Event of THIS 
Day put an end to the Conflict. Theſe Trou- 
bles did however exemplarily prove the patient 
virtue of the Royal Sufferer ; whoſe Fortitude 
and Piety, conſtantly preſerved to his lateſt Mo- 

ments, claim Reſpect. | 
But we may pay this Reſpect without detract- 
ing from Others; eſpecially from Thoſe who, 
whulſt the minds of the People were held in fear 
and ſuſpenſe, did it make the ſtand in defence 
of Common Liberty. Partial Intereſts did indeed 
early ſuperſede thoſe of the Public; and the 
Name of the People of England gave a Sanction 
to Commotions, that continued when the Cauſe 
of the People had long been forgotten, And 
this is but too common an Effect of Public 
Strife; in which the et Object of Contention 
is frequently laid aſide, to make way for others 
of a different kind. In a Courſe of Oppoſition 
new Objects naturally ariſe, new Characters in- 
terfere, new Connexions and new Syſtems overrule 
according to the variable Temper and Com- 
plexion of diſordered Times. Thus, in the 
Courſe of that long Oppoſition the principal 
Purpoſe of it was ſoon loſt, and the ſame Means 
| C were 


10 A SERMON preached before the 


were carried on to ſerve different Ends; Many 
acting with concealed deſigns, and under the 
colour of oppoſing the Meaſures of the King, 
ſtriking at the Root of Monarchy itſelf. Foreign 
Malice alſo mixed in the Diſcord of thoſe times ; 
Happy was it for Us, that Foreign Arms were 
otherwiſe ingaged ; active Emiſſaries were how- 
ever too ſucceſsful in fomenting the Animoſities 
of divided Proteſtants; infuſing that Fanatic 
Rage, which in minds already heated, quickly 
kindled into Flame. This became a fit Inftru- 
ment of Miſchief in the hands of wicked Men, 
who had nothing % in view than thoſe Objects 
for which they profeſt to contend, Religion and 
Liberty; both of which they effectually de- 
ſtroyed. In that fatal Oppoſition therefore, it 
would be injurious to conclude A under one 
Deſcription ; blending together Fa#s and Names, 
which circumſtances do plainly ſeparate and di- 
ftngmſh. Too many, indeed, from a laudable 
zeal to ſecure juſt limits did themſelves overpaſs 
them, heedleſsly following artful Leaders into 
unforeſeen exceſſes: which may ſerve as a Cau- 
tion to warn others of the Danger of fuch Con- 
federacies, as may too often oblige them to be- 
eome Partakers of other Mens Sins. Palſe Prin- 
eiples of Honour uſually ten take place, and 
men imagine themſelves engaged too far to re- 
| cede 3 
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cede; ſometimes are urged on by deſpair. Yet 
ſhould not theſe be branded with the Reproach 
of This Day, ſo monſtrous in its Kind, that 
the very conception thereof ſeems to have 
lain beyond the reach of men, till many circum- 
{ſtances had by a long and ſtrange Series concur- 
red to render ſome capable of attempting, and 
others quiet in ſuffering it. The Reproach of 
This Day belongs to men of a different Claſs, 
co-operating for a time with worthier Aſſociates, 
whullt they kept ſecret among themſelves their wick- 
edneſs, every man in the deep of his Heart, but 
when the Hypocrites threw off the Maſk, ab- 
horred by true Chriſtians of every denomination, 
who doubtleſs ſaid as we ſhould naturally ſay, 
O my Soul! come not thou into their Secret, unto 
their Aſſembly, mine Honor, be not Thou united. 

- Reaſonable men of all Perſuaſions, we may 
be aſſured, had not only an abhorrence of this 
abominable Parricide, but a juſt Concern for 
the Calamities under which they ſaw their 
Country labour, ſuffering every where the ef- 
fects of Violence, Oppreſſion, Subverſion of all 
rank amongſt men, and conſequently of all 
order in Church or State. And indeed what 
elſe could be expected when theſe nen of Violence 
became the Governors of the Nation ?--- the 


true friends of Liberty ſtanding, as it were, at a 
© 2 diſtance; 
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diſtance, the ſad Spectators of its ruin: be- 
wailing then too late that unchriftian heat and 
diſtempered zeal which had been their Sin, and 
thus juſtly become the inſkrument of their Pu- 
niſhment. 

The hopes of Many, who had contributed to 
the violence of the Times with better inten- 
tions, were eminently. diſappointed by the Event 
of them.---The Republic, the Idol of thoſe vi- 
ſionary Politicians, fondly ſet up to be the Ahylum 
of Liberty, ſerved but to protect and give Sanc- 
tion to a Multitude of Tyrants, Theſe brought 
on that Anarchy and Confuſion, that ſoon made 
way for one of their own Brethren to become 
their Ruler ; a Ruler the moſt arbitrary under 
the title of a Protector. In like manner Thoſe 
who had promoted the deſtruction of the eſta- 
bliſhed Church, diſcovered in the End, that they 
had therewith deſtroyed Religious Liberty, and 
indeed Religion itſelf: having raiſed up a kind 
of Spiritual Tyranny, far exceeding that which 
had before been juſt matter of complaint, and 
paved the way to thoſe Extremes, which ſeldom 
fail to accompany each other, Enthuſiaſm and 
Infidelity. 

Can we then look back to thoſe ſcenes of 
Trouble and Confuſion without trembling at 
the conſequences of Liberty abuſed? We that 
IF now 
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now dwell at eaſe in our Sion, can we view un- 
moved theſe Afflictions of our Fore-fathers ?--- 
who wiſely carefull of our Inſtruction, not to 
walk after their Tranſgreſſion, leſt we ſuffer their 
Puniſhment, did ordam THIS Day to be for 
ever a Day of Lamentation among their Poſte- 
rity, that the Land ſhould mourn and all the Fa- 
milies therein, as not unconcerned in the misfor- 
tunes conſequent to the Offence of This Day. 
With a like view hath our Church alfo appointed 
the Words of the Text to be read upon 'This 
Day, as a leſſon proper to remind a free Pe- 


ple of the due Bounds of Freedom, which, like 


other Bleſſings; in proportion to its Excellence, 
may by Abuſe become a Curſe. 
Let us then apply this leſſon to ourſelves in 
general, and Every man to himſelf in particu- 
The due Bounds of Freedom turn our attention 
to thoſe Duties, Religious and Civil, which jointly 
ftrengthen and ſupport each other. Of theſe, 
Religious Duties only reach the Heart; that princi- 


pal Seat of Liberty ; the Source from whence every 


Abuſe of it proceeds, and to which therefore the 


Remedy to /top ſuch Abuſes muſt be i applied. 


Evil, when generated, may be Here ſecreted in im- 


penetrable Receſſes, till Maturity gives it Strength, 


ans * the means of operating, per- 
haps 
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haps with ſucceſs :. to prevent. which, the Al- 
mighty Searcher hath notified to us that His Pre- 
ſence even here is not to be eluded: He hath 
taught us to revere theſe Receſſes as peculiarly 
Subject to His Viſitation; and to prepare them 
for his Reception. He hath given us a Religion 
pure and undefiled, a perfect Law of Liberty, to 
which we may have recourſe in His Holy Word. 
This, and this only, can duly regulate our Ac- 
Hons, by reſtraining our Thoughts, and limiting 
our Defires. This, the vital Principle of every 
Virtue, warms and enlarges the Affections, cor- 
rects the intemperance of ſelfiſh Paſſions, and 
by refning the Nations, improves the Practice of 
Social Duties. Hence the Relation we bear to 
others, becomes a powerful Motive to reſtrain 
or excite our Action, as the influence of Exam- 
ple may require, and ſo to ſe our Liberty, as not 
to diſturb or fend another; the more cautiouſly 
abſtaining, not only from actual Vice, but 
from all wreverence to Inſtitutes that tend to pre- 
ſerve Order and Peace in Church or State, Theſe, 
however naturally indifferent, having the Sanc- 
tion of Law, may not be neglected or profaned 
according to the humor of every private Per- 
ſon. The Goſpel indeed diſpells unworthy no- 
tions of Religion with a Spirit of Freedom pe 
culiar to itſelf ; teaching us the Nature of Di 
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vine Worſhip, which like its awfull Object, is not 
limited to Time or Place, or to any particular 
Form. But this Doctrine doth not annul 
the Duty of Public Worſhip, nor abſolve men 
from obſerving it on proper and flated occaſions : 
and when the generality of Men, eſpecially ſuch 
as become more eminently Examples to others, do, 
in oppoſition to Authority, Human and Divine, 
aſſume a Liberty of wholly diſregarding theſe Ob- 
ſervances, the 0 conſequences of it will be felt: 
the Morals of the People will be diſſolute; Teachers 
will loſe their influence, Religion its authority, and 
Laws their force. The Outworks of Religion have 
their uſe in its Support; when theſe are razed, 
it ſtands expoſed to injury and violence; the Infi- 
del is encouraged to make a nearer attack, at- 
tempting then to undermine its Foundations: 
theſe Foundations indeed are not to be ſhaken 
by any Violence, but Numbers may periſh from 
the fury of the attack. In a Word ; we may ob. 
ſerve, a general relaxation of Eher Reſtraints is 
a ſure forerunner of diſregard to greater: Ha- 
bits of Negligence indiſpoſe men to ſevere inqui- 
ries; Indolence, Pleaſure, Luxury, Vice, by in- 
ſenſible Succeſſion, do rather prepare the Mind 
for the reception of Notions indulgent to theſe 
Practices. Then is the time for he Enemy of 
A to beguile unwary Sinners; by his in- 

ſtigation, 
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ſtigation, Men governed by Paſſions and en- 
raged by their diſappointment, draw forth their 
licentious pens againſt God and Man; daringly 
miſrepreſenting what ceaſes to be read, and re- 
viling what ceaſes to be regarded. Doubtleſs, 
were the Sacred Volumes as generally read, as 
they are without being read rejected, and un- 
worthily treated, 1t would preclude many Evils 
deſervedly complained of. It would chaſten the 
licentiouſneſs of Sentiments and Practices; it 
would ſhame the Vicious; it would recal the 
Wavering to fixed and ſolid Principles; it 
would eſtabliſh a general love of Truth, and re- 
ſpect to Order; and would, if any thing, over- 
awe that Spirit of Infidelity, which under the 
cover of Liberty hath grown up amongſt us to 
ſo enormous a Height; characterizing our Days 


with a profuſion of Blaſphemy, that may well 
alarm ſerious Men.---May it awaken us all to 


correct in ourſelves whatſoever may ſeem: to 
have encouraged it ! as well to check the Evil it- 
ſelf, as to prevent (if poſſible) the Puniſhment 
naturally conſequent, to fuch unexampled Pro- 
vocation. 

Attention to our Religious Duties will of 
courſe regulate our Civil Conduct: the Goſpel 
preſcribing 2 reſtraints on Civil Liberty, 
and ſuch only, as are requiſite to its preſervation. 

The 
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The Forms of Government are left to Hu- 
man Diſcretion; the Variety whereof adds a 
correſponding grace to the Diverſity of Nature. 
But Subjection to Government, whatſoever be its 
Form, when duly eſtabliſhed, and faithfully ad- 
miniſtered to thoſe Ends for which it is inſtitut- 
ed, is injoined throughout the Scriptures with an 
Emphaſis and Authority that no Chriſtian can call 
in queſtion. Good Chriſtians will therefore ever be 
good Subjects. Religion and Government have an 
intimate connexion and a mutual influence. 
Happily in this Country Both are allowed to be 
Objects of Free Inquiry, the only means of ga- 
bliſhing Both. upon right Foundations; nor can 
they fail of re/ting thereon, whilſt this Freedom 


is tempered with the Reverence due to Subjects 


ſo important. Hence, Patriotiſm and Loyalty 
will be duly excited and rightly directed by true 
Principles of Religion ; which will ever ſupport 
true Principles of Liberty; and conſtitute a 
Union inſeparable between a Free State, and a 
Church, mild in its Principles, pure in its Doc- 
trines, ſimple. in its Forms, decent in its Wor- 
ſhip. Whilſt, on the contrary, a Church af- 


fecting Splendor and Power, amaſſing Wealth, 


overbearing Reaſon, and oppreſſing Conſcience, 
can be ſupported only by a Government as arbi- 
trary as itſelf: a right Uſe of Liberty will exclude 


D theſe, 
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theſe, the "Abuſe of it will as ſurely introduce 
them.----Wiſe Men will be attentive to theſe Con- 
ſiderations, eſpecially when conferred with the 
Hiſtory of former times. 
Leſſons indeed of Prudence, general and par- 
ticular, and of the higheſt importance both to 


King and People, reſult from the Conſiderations 


ſuggeſted by This Day, which the time will 
not permit us to purſue. We may however ob- 
ſerve, that in every State well conſtituted, the 
conſtituent Parts are neceſſary to each other; 
the ruin of one muſt weaken the reſt, and ſhake 
the whole Frame. Prerogative and Liberty con- 
ſtitute reſpectively the Powers of thoſe wwho go- 
vern, and of thoſe who are governed. Theſe, happily 
tempered and adjuſted, prefent us with the moſt 
perfect Model of a Civil State; forming thoſe 
ſeveral Orders, the Reſult of which, when du- 
ly ranged, 1s Strength, Grace, and Dignity. 
Such ſeems the Structure of our Conſtitution : 
in which theſe Powers, equally facred and re- 
ſpectable, have their Boundary and Security. in 


the Laws. The former of theſe, Prerogati ve, We: 


are ready enough to confine to its limits; and 
indeed almoſt throughout the preceding Century, 
the People had reaſon to watch it with a jealous 
Eye: but thanks be to God! Circumſtances are 
changed: we have now leiſure, and we ſeem to 


have 
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have need, to obſerve rather the limits of ou 
own Powers. The Reſtitution of Britiſh Liberty, 
Providentially accompliſhed for us towards the 
end of that Century, and which the preceding 
Calamities do naturally call upon us the more 
thankfully to remember, that Glorious A R A of 
our preſent Eſtabliſhment, hath fixed every 
Privilege of the Subject upon Foundations (Bu- 
manly ſpeaking) not to be ſhaken, except by Our- 


felves. The People behold their own Strength 


and Security in This AucusT ASSEMBLY, which 
leaves to ws no other care than temperately to 
enjoy the Privileges now ſecure ; to reſpect Pub- 
lic Order and Peace; to acquieſce under the 
Reſtraints requiſite to preſerve both; and to be 
content with that Uſe of Liberty, which Reaſon, 
Religion, and Experience ſhew to be The only 
Safe one. 

To conclude. May the Hiſtory of This 
Day, applied as a Comment to the Text, warn 
us to avoid all Abuſe of Liberty. May it teach 
us to reverence our Religion as the Fence of our 
Laws, and our Laws as the Fence of our Li- 
berty ; ---to beware of the Beginning of Strife, 
remembring its End; --- to reſtrain partial Ca- 
vils, and cauſeleſs Murmurs; and rather, whilſt 
we lament the miſeries of former times, the more 


fſenjibly to enjoy the bleſſings of our own. We 
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are now bleſt with that Form of Government, 
that happy Conſtitution in Church and State, 
which thoſe, who had deſtroyed it, reſted not till 
they had again reſtored ; with a ſcene of Do- 
meſtic Peace and Security, of mutual Confidence 
between King and People, hardly to be paral- 
lelled in any period of our Hiſtory, Popular 
Diſcontent never was truly leſs ; Jealouſies, 
Suſpicions, and Prejudices ſeem to decreaſe, 
and we may truſt, will ſoon wear away un- 
der the mild and auſpicious Reign of a Sovx- 
REIGN, who, if ever Prince was ſuch, may tru- 
ly be deemed the FATHER of bis People; the 
more juſtly intitled to our Affection and Vene- 
ration from the lang experience of his equal Ad- 
miniſtration ; and whoſe approved Juſtice, Vi- 
glance, Moderation, and Conſtancy, will aſ- 
ſuredly be celebrated in future Hiſtory, when 
Time ſhall remove the Suſpicion of Flattery. 
May the Senſe of theſe Bleſſings make us 
duly grateful to the Almighty Diſpenſer of them: 
May we ſo ponder theſe Things, as to underſtand 
the Loving-kinaneſs of the Lord: and may we jo 
uſe them as not abuſing them, that they may be 
continued to us, and to our lateſt Poſterity. 
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